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SENATE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The nmenbers of +the Senate of the State of
IIlinois were saddened to learn of the |oss of the Space

Shuttle Colunbia and its crew on February 1, 2003; and

VWHEREAS, The crew of the Space Shuttle Colunbia was
nearing the conpletion of a 16-day mssion dedicated to
science and giving us all a better understanding of the world

around us; and

WHEREAS, On shuttle mssion STS 107 the Colunbia was
manned by an international crew of six Anmericans, including
the first Indian-born woman astronaut in space, and the first

| sraeli astronaut; and

WHEREAS, The M ssion Commander was Rick Husband, a
colonel inthe US Ar Force, fornmerly a test pilot and
veteran of one previous spaceflight, STS 96 in 1999 aboard
the Space Shuttle Discovery, who | eaves behind a wwfe and two

chil dren; and

VWHEREAS, The Pilot on the mssion was Wlliam C. MCool,
a commander in the U S Navy, fornerly a test pilot who was
making his first spaceflight, and who | eaves behind a wfe

and three sons; and

WHEREAS, M chael P. Anderson, was a |lieutenant colonel in
the US Ar Force, a former pilot instructor and tactical
officer, and a veteran of one previous spaceflight, in 1998
aboard the Space Shuttle Endeavour, which was the eighth
Shuttle Mr docking m ssion, and as Payl oad Commander he was
responsible for the success of the science m ssion aboard

Space Shuttl e Col unbi a; and

WHEREAS, David M Brown, was a captain in the US.  Navy,
a naval aviator and flight surgeon, and this was his first

spaceflight; and
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WHEREAS, Kal pana Chawia, the Flight Engineer for the
m ssion was born in Karnal, India and emgrated to Anerica in
the early 1980s, and she was aboard the Space Shuttle
Colunbia on a mssion in 1997 becom ng the first |ndian-born

woman to go into space; and

WHEREAS, Laurel dark was a commander in the U S. Navy
and a naval flight surgeon, she was naking her first

spaceflight, and | eaves behind a husband and a son; and

WHEREAS, |l an Ranon was a colonel in the Israeli Air
Force, a former fighter pilot and a veteran of two wars in
defense of his nation, and was selected to be an astronaut by
the Israeli Air Force in 1997 and approved for flight by NASA
in 1998, and he was making his first spaceflight making him
the first |Israeli in space, and he | eaves behind a wfe and

four children; and

WHEREAS, The | oss of the Space Shuttle Colunmbia is truly

an international tragedy; and

VWHEREAS, The loss of the Colunbia's crew will be nourned

by mllions of people around the gl obe; therefore be it

RESCLVED, BY THE SENATE OF THE N NETY-TH RD GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that we nmourn the | oss of
the crew of the Space Shuttle Colunmbia, and extend our
sincere condol ences to their famly, friends and the extended

NASA comrunity; and be it further

RESOLVED, That suitable copies of this resolution be
presented to NASA in order for this resolution to be

forwarded to the famlies of the flight crew
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